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Training of Novice Pediatric Cardiac Surgeons in Japan:
Report of Questionnaire

Naoki Yoshimura, Masaaki Yamagishi, Takaaki Suzuki, Hajime Ichikawa,
Satoshi Yasukochi, and Kisaburo Sakamoto

Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery, Japan

Background: The training of novice pediatric cardiac surgeons in Japan requires urgent attention.

Method: The Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery drafted a survey to evaluate the
training situation of young pediatric cardiac surgeons. Between June 26 and August 6 in 2018, a questionnaire
was sent to 420 cardiac surgeons, and 176 answers were obtained.

Results: A lot of pediatric cardiac surgeons work under the cruel circumstances. Many young surgeons do not
perform sufficient volume of cardiac surgeries. They are not satisfied with their training situation.

Conclusion: A major cause of the present situation is the longstanding lack of organized training programs in
the field. The definition and organization of clear and impartial training programs is essential.
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